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Take a peek inside this charming Joshua Tree container home
Astra Alegre
Contributing Writer

THE CONTAINER GUYS

California natives Aram and Elisabeth Choe had visited Joshua Tree
National Park with their family for years and had always wanted a place to
call their own out there for overnight trips or quick getaways. One day,
Aram recalls, “We fell in love with the 5-acre property we were on and
decided to search for our builder.” Elisabeth had always wanted to have a
container home. After doing their research, they eventually chose to work
with Container Guys International.

They decided to get a 20-footer container versus a 40-footer because they
wanted to be able to move it if they had to with the least amount of
logistical problems. A 20-footer can be placed on a trailer and moved by
the couples’ diesel truck. In the future, they have plans to add a couple
more container homes in different sizes.

ADVERTISEMENT

When it came to decorating the container, “Liz was the decorator. She has
an eye for decorating,” Aram relates. “She wanted to use the colors and
themes of the desert Most people don't know this but the green and pink
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themes of the desert. Most people don t know this but the green and pink
we used are colors that are native to the area. You see them in the soil,
rocks and the vegetation.”

Aram describes their container home as “unique, inviting, and fun.” The
house is used as a getaway home by the Choe family and their friends, but
it will be listed on Airbnb this March.

Aram and Elisabeth both wanted to stay true to the spirit of the national
park, so they matched their home to the natural surroundings as much as
possible. They used BEHR Premium in Fresh Tone to paint the exterior.

Their home was the first time that Container Guys International had
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installed a 12-foot sliding door on a container, according to the Youtube
video featuring the home. Aram notes that the decision to use this
particular type of door was because “we wanted to take advantage of the
incredible views. When the slider is open toward the deck, it feels like the
outside is an extension of the home.”

The couple bought this Knox Metal Panel Bed from Ikea. “We wanted to
put as much full-size furniture in the space as possible so it didn’t feel like
you were in a trailer,” Aram said. The black satin finish on the steel frame
of the bed adds a touch of elegance to this space.
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This patterned bedspread and pink curtains from Target give a cheerful
vibe inside the home. The pillows came from Marshalls, as did t.he tray
table, which is very useful for breakfasts in bed. A green mini fan on top of
a pink stool completes this charming area.

These two shelves were custom built by Container Guys International from
a 150-year-old salvaged barn wood from Ohio. The couple uses them to
display decorative objects.
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A framed cactus print, two small green jars, a book on national parks and a
letter board sit on top of this particular shelf. “The accessories were all
finds during our day trips out in Joshua Tree. We would see them and
know they were perfect for the home so we would purchase them,” Aram
said.

The gray table and workbench at the foot of the bed can function both as a
work area as well as a dining area. For days when it is a bit cold outside,
the home has a kerosene fireplace, which the couple bought from Lowe's.

This white cabinet is for a small refrigerator. The top stores plates, bowls
and assorted kitchen utensils. The green Keurig coffee maker is another
functional as well as a decorative object. A wooden shelf right above the
refrigerator holds an assortment of colored mugs. Right behind the cabinet
is the bathroom door, which Container Guys International custom made
with the same 150-year-old barn wood from Ohio used for the shelves.
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This home proves you can put out a lot of decorations without looking
cluttered, no matter what size the home is. Wooden frames of varying
sizes, a slim green jar, a small gold jar and a clear jar hanging from one of
the knobs that support this shelf all add interesting details to this space.

This bird’s eye view of the house shows how stunning the property is. “We
wanted to take advantage of the space on top since Joshua Tree has
amazing stargazing at night. It is also a great place to take a nap. Liz and I
spent the night up there once with sleeping bags while the kids slept
inside,” Aram recalls.
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A bit of engineering was required to accommodate a rooftop deck. Aram
explains: “Containers are not completely flat on top. They are rounded.
Therefore, we had to weld metal beams to level the top. Then we placed
composite wood decking on top. It not only will hold up to the sun but it
also acts as an additional layer of insulation.” All the teak furniture on the
roof deck came from Ikea.

To get to the rooftop deck, you need to use the dark brown stained oak
ladder custom made by Container Guys International. “Both of Liz’s and
my favorite place is the deck. It offers such an amazing view, Aram shares.
“The kids love it there.”

RESOURCES BANNER IMAGE CREDIT, INTERVIEW WITH ARAM CHOE, AND TINY HOUSE LISTINGS
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Get inspired in this beautiful, hidden container studio: The light inside is
amazing
very artist needs a place to get away to work in peace. Quiet, welcoming, and open, two shipping
containers were cut apart and constructed to create a 900 square foot art studio in the woods.

Tiny Homes MARCH 6    

Prepare for the tasteful luxury of this container home: Its bathroom is
simply dreamy
Armed with a small budget and a big idea, architect Benjamin Garcia Saxe hoped to fulfill what seemed
impossible-to create a lovely, sophisticated, and elegant home using shipping containers and stay within
budget.

MARCH 5    

This tiny home feels like a private retreat
Why are French doors so important to this tiny container home? Two words: backyard oasis.

MARCH 5    
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Open the door of this 200-square-foot home and marvel at its storage
capacity
Who needs 2,000 square feet when everything you could possibly need fits in 200? That's the ideal
behind the Craftsman Tiny House from Molecule Tiny Homes. Complete with the attached white picket
fence in front, this exquisite design is what...

Tiny Homes MARCH 1    

A little house with big style and bold paint choices
An interior design enthusiast fills her home with DIY projects.

FEBRUARY 12    

Cozy up to the fireplace in this classic and shiny 1966 Mercedes bus
conversion
What comes to mind when you think of South America? The snowy Andes? Sandy beaches? A
converted bus adventure? Yes, the latter is very much a thing.

FEBRUARY 18    
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Two abandoned cats were rescued from freezing temperatures just in the
nick of time
It took three people working together to save two cats who refused to come in from the cold. But what
happened next is amazing!

JANUARY 19    

See how multiple containers combine to create an extraordinary home
Multiple patios and decks give you plenty of places to enjoy the outdoors and soak in the sunshine, and
the eco-friendly home also has its own greenhouse.

MARCH 4    

Charming container cabin
They may look like standard shipping containers from the outside, but when many people look at them,
they envision a cost-effective way to build a home. For many homeowners who wish to be free of high
mortgages and the costs it takes to run a standar

JUNE 30    

She Just Uses A Bit Of Sponge And A Brush To Create Something
Spectacular
Nobody else is going to have nails like this!

FEBRUARY 18

MORE FROM SMALLERLIVING.ORG

Get inspired in this beautiful, hidden
container studio: The light inside is
amazing

Prepare for the tasteful luxury of this
container home: Its bathroom is
simply dreamy

This tiny home feels like a private
retreat

Step inside this spacious container
home: Its kitchen is absolutely
darling

© SmallerLiving.org     About Ads     Terms of Use     Privacy Policy

https://pawpulous.com/2018/01/29/two-abandoned-cats-were-rescued-from-freezing-temperatures-just-in-the-nick-of-time/?src=bottomxpromo&ro=1&t=bxp&eid=69661&pid=69661&xs=69661_63787_0_56c453e2d486d66d34b382f4f0dc1f75
https://smallerliving.org/2016/09/21/see-how-multiple-containers-combine-to-create-an-extraordinary-home/?src=bottomxpromo&ro=2&t=bxp&eid=69661&pid=69661
https://sfglobe.com/2016/06/30/check-out-this-cozy-charming-container-cabin/?src=bottomxpromo&ro=3&t=bxp&eid=69661&pid=69661
https://sfglobe.com/2015/02/18/jmN/?src=bottomxpromo&ro=4&t=bxp&eid=69661&pid=69661
https://tinyhometour.com/2016/07/05/get-inspired-in-this-beautiful-hidden-art-studio/?src=sidexpromo&eid=69661&pid=69661
https://smallerliving.org/2016/07/18/prepare-for-the-tasteful-luxury-of-this-container-home-its-bathroom-is-simply-dreamy/?src=sidexpromo&eid=69661&pid=69661
https://smallerliving.org/2019/01/03/this-tiny-home-feels-like-a-private-retreat/?src=sidexpromo&eid=69661&pid=69661
https://smallerliving.org/2016/07/19/step-inside-this-spacious-san-diego-container-home-its-kitchen-is-darling/?src=sidexpromo&eid=69661&pid=69661
https://smallerliving.org/
http://optout.aboutads.info/
https://smallerliving.org/terms.php
https://smallerliving.org/privacy.php


7/3/2019 Take a peek inside this charming Joshua Tree container home

https://smallerliving.org/2019/01/08/joshua-tree-container-home/ 11/20

ADVERTISEMENT

FEBRUARY 18    

Tour a sustainable award-winning converted container with a remarkable
bathroom
How do you bring a container home into a historic area of Houston, Texas? That was the challenge
Shane Cook Designs faced when crafting the Oxford House.

FEBRUARY 23    

Bring the Barn Inside - Incorporating Barn Styles in Your Home

JUNE 16    

Get the gunk off your dirty racks with this one effortless trick
Is it impossible to get the gunk off your dirty oven racks? This simple trick makes the cleaning process
effortless.

Home FEBRUARY 11    
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Step inside this renovated container home and take a look at its elegant
bathroom
This tiny container home is crafted out of a 45-foot (14 m) aluminum container that has been made into
340 square feet (32 square meters) of amazing space.

Tiny Homes JANUARY 16    

Doctor Scanned Her Pregnant Belly. What They Saw Inside Was A Bit
Upsetting
A doctor was x-raying and filming the womb of a woman pregnant with twins for research and found
something interesting.

Family JULY 20    

See the polished living area that makes it hard to believe this is a
container home
Modular homes don't have to be humble and confined. You can create a luxurious masterpiece by
combining just the right number of shipping containers into a single construction.

FEBRUARY 16    
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MORE FROM SMALLERLIVING.ORG

Get inspired in this beautiful, hidden
container studio: The light inside is
amazing

Prepare for the tasteful luxury of this
container home: Its bathroom is
simply dreamy

This tiny home feels like a private
retreat

Step inside this spacious container
home: Its kitchen is absolutely
darling
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Tour a prototype container home made with comfort and efficiency in
mind
The Sarah House has an open floor plan that creates a warm, cozy atmosphere, along with a full
kitchen, bedroom, and bathroom to meet the needs of a couple or small family.

FEBRUARY 12    

Take a peek inside a 1972 Airstream with the most charming interior.
The bathroom's a must-see
The Santa Barbara-based AutoCamp rental park features, among others, this fabulously renovated
1972 Airstream.

RV JANUARY 16    

Discover all the secrets of this shipping container home that sleeps up to
7
This is Brenda Kelly's shipping container home, and it's really incredible to see what one can do with a
couple of these...

Tiny Homes JANUARY 13    

There's a cat hidden in this sea of owls – how long did it take you to find
it?
Hungarian artist Gergely Dudás regularly entertains and frustrates the internet with these brain-teasers.

FEBRUARY 10    

MORE FROM SMALLERLIVING.ORG

Get inspired in this beautiful, hidden
container studio: The light inside is
amazing

Prepare for the tasteful luxury of this
container home: Its bathroom is
simply dreamy

This tiny home feels like a private
retreat

Step inside this spacious container
home: Its kitchen is absolutely
darling
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7 things you can do at home to treat bed sores
Bed sores are a serious matter as infection can set in. Treating them at home is a must! Check out the 7
things you can do to take care of them.

DECEMBER 28    

See the rustic elegance and unique vintage touches of this container
home's living room
This hillside container home looks so scenic it may have come out of a book of Australian fairy tales.

JANUARY 20    

Step inside this spacious container home: Its kitchen is absolutely
darling
One of the first container homes in San Diego, this 800 square foot home was created from three
shipping containers for Mike and Shawn McConkey.

MARCH 4    

MORE FROM SMALLERLIVING.ORG

Get inspired in this beautiful, hidden
container studio: The light inside is
amazing

Prepare for the tasteful luxury of this
container home: Its bathroom is
simply dreamy

This tiny home feels like a private
retreat

Step inside this spacious container
home: Its kitchen is absolutely
darling
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Man opens door and finds a stray dog just begging to be rescued
Sometimes these stories make me doubt humanity. Then the heroes step in and restore my belief in my
fellow man!

JANUARY 1    

Canadian container home offers minimal-chic design and maximal
mountain views
It's hard to believe that this contemporary home, complete with unobstructed mountain and river views,
is crafted completely from shipping containers. Inside, equally chic design offers minimal, Scandinavian
flair.

FEBRUARY 23    

Don't miss the out-of-this-world bathroom in this efficient yet
sophisticated container home
Built to point towards the ocean, this open plan New Zealand vacation home is a dream come true.

FEBRUARY 14    

Step inside this shipping container turned home. The master bedroom is
a stunner

MORE FROM SMALLERLIVING.ORG

Get inspired in this beautiful, hidden
container studio: The light inside is
amazing

Prepare for the tasteful luxury of this
container home: Its bathroom is
simply dreamy

This tiny home feels like a private
retreat

Step inside this spacious container
home: Its kitchen is absolutely
darling
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This beauty not only has 2 bedrooms, it also has 2 bathrooms!

Tiny Homes AUGUST 20    

This photo of a 'hugging couple' is driving the Internet nuts – here's why
I honestly couldn't figure this one out.

FEBRUARY 15    

6 bear cubs surround a tree, but wait until you see what is on top of it
The adorableness is off the charts as a passel of baby bears here play in a tree.

FEBRUARY 9    

Take a peek inside a memorable container home: The bedroom is so
unique
One look inside this gorgeous green container home makes it easy to see why it's so memorable and
unique.

FEBRUARY 24    

MORE FROM SMALLERLIVING.ORG

Get inspired in this beautiful, hidden
container studio: The light inside is
amazing

Prepare for the tasteful luxury of this
container home: Its bathroom is
simply dreamy

This tiny home feels like a private
retreat

Step inside this spacious container
home: Its kitchen is absolutely
darling
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Veteran left speechless at grocery store after what woman in line behind
him does
He was waiting in the checkout line when the woman behind him got his attention.

Family OCTOBER 2    

Tour this farmhouse cottage with a modern twist
A family farmhouse in Austin.

JUNE 29    

Check out the container 'resort' with the most luxurious living quarters
This house is a sustainable, but very luxurious, accommodation choice for its guests.

FEBRUARY 15    

Peek inside this charming beach bungalow with a laid back vibe
A bright beach bungalow that makes relaxation a priority.

Tiny Homes SEPTEMBER 5    

MORE FROM SMALLERLIVING.ORG

Get inspired in this beautiful, hidden
container studio: The light inside is
amazing

Prepare for the tasteful luxury of this
container home: Its bathroom is
simply dreamy

This tiny home feels like a private
retreat

Step inside this spacious container
home: Its kitchen is absolutely
darling
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Pour beer on top of beef roast and end up with pure comfort party food
Beef and beer come together to make this perfect game-day grub.

DECEMBER 5    

See how 3 containers turn into an extraordinary home with delightful
bedrooms
WorldFLEXhome is taking preventive action to the next level. The Danish company's mission is to
create sustainable housing before the world is hit by a shortage of resources.

JANUARY 22    

A Man Uses A Rake On The Beach. Once You Zoom Out, You'll Be
Amazed
Okay, this is seriously incredible.

MARCH 6    

MORE FROM SMALLERLIVING.ORG

Get inspired in this beautiful, hidden
container studio: The light inside is
amazing

Prepare for the tasteful luxury of this
container home: Its bathroom is
simply dreamy

This tiny home feels like a private
retreat

Step inside this spacious container
home: Its kitchen is absolutely
darling
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Doctor 'rolled his eyes' after talking to patient, but the X-ray left him
without words
It was 'only a little bit larger than a grain of rice. But it's there. It's unequivocally there,' the doctor
recalled.

News FEBRUARY 1    

Step inside this 355-square-foot container home to see what 'open
concept' means
This 355-square-foot space has everything a person needs in a home. Dupuis, like others who
appreciate tiny living, just wants to simplify life and focus on things that really matter.

Tiny Homes JANUARY 8    

Tiny lion cub stumbles out, attempts to 'roar' in the most adorable way
Ever wanted to hear what a baby lion sounds like? Here's your chance!

NOVEMBER 28    

Explore the efficient open-plan interiors of this airy container home
The CPH Village project is taking sustainable housing to a whole new level. Hailing from the harbors of

MORE FROM SMALLERLIVING.ORG

Get inspired in this beautiful, hidden
container studio: The light inside is
amazing

Prepare for the tasteful luxury of this
container home: Its bathroom is
simply dreamy

This tiny home feels like a private
retreat

Step inside this spacious container
home: Its kitchen is absolutely
darling
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Copenhagen, Denmark, these container homes are part of an initiative to address student
accommodation shortages.
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Get inspired in this beautiful, hidden
container studio: The light inside is
amazing

Prepare for the tasteful luxury of this
container home: Its bathroom is
simply dreamy

This tiny home feels like a private
retreat

Step inside this spacious container
home: Its kitchen is absolutely
darling
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